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The preſent poſture of Europe affords an uſeful leſſon to us; one, which ſhould awaken a ſentimerit | 
of gratitude to Almighty God in the breaſt of every ſubje of theſe dominions ; affords a picture of 
aountri es ſtruggling in the anxious and doubtful purſait of liberties, which, by the bleſſing of God, we 
have long enjoyed under the protection of the happieſt conſtitution, which 6 ever 
en to the ſuceeſſive wiſdom of ages”. Biſhop Cloner. 


C©dS#200S000020056 50008 * 


„The preſent is a common cauſe, affeting every one of us, without diſtinftion, in what is moſt 
important to us ; and God forbid, that the miniſters of the goſpel ſhould be either unwilling or afraid to 
ſpeak, when his providence calls upon them ſo loudly, to lift up their voice”. Abp. Secker. 


N 


+ 
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« You will not, I think, be guilty of a breach of ehriſtian charity, in the uſe of even harſh language, 
when you explain to your pariſhioners the cruelties which the French have uſed in every country which 
they have invaded; for no language can reach che atrocity of the ow”. Biſhop Watſon's Charge 


fo his clergy. 
„ 06090 


«© While the enemies of your preſent and futurg peace are, with unremitting aſſiduity, endeavouring 

to ph pra the underſtandings and pollute the minds of all who liften to their wicked ſophiſtry, can it be 

the duty of the miniſters of the Goſpel of Trutſ and Purity, to view theſe impious attempts with un- 
concern and indifference” 7 Biſhop Pretyman's Charge to his clergy. 


22 
# 


— 


. 


NEHEMIAH TV. 14. 


5 not ye afraid Ani remember the Lord, which 
is great and terrible; and fight for your brethren, your Sons 
and yur owe rt hour wives and = bouges". OE Ol 


6% S508 00090 


Ir may be a doubt with 1 ſome whether the profeſſion of a 
ſoldier be conſiſtent with Chriſtianity z which ſeems in 
general terms to recommend peace, and forbid retaliation 
of injuries. But when John the Baptiſt came to prepare 


the world for the reception of the Chriſtian Religion, and 


was applied to by the ſoldiers to know what they ſhould do 
to avoid the impending wrath, he recommended it to them 
* to do violence to no man, neither to accuſe any falſely, 


and Zo be content with their wagen; * thereby implying 8 


that it was not their profeſſion he 11880 them to relin- 
quiſh, but the diſhoneſt practices to which 1 it was liable— 
extortion and falſe accuſation. Cornelius, a Roman 

centurion, was converted to Chriſtianity by a heavenly 


viſion+; and we do not find that he ever laid afide his 


profeſſion : and it was in praiſe of another gentile ſoldier 
our Saviour made uſe of thoſe remarkable words: 41 have 
not found ſo great faith, no not in Iſrael. © _ 

There is however a material difference in the nature of 


wars. Some are begun with the ſole view of oppreſſion 


* Luke iii. 14. 1 Acts x, 


} Acts vii. 9. Paley's Moral and Political Philocopby. B. vi. ch. 7. 


Grotius produces *welve arguments from ns, have nd 
De NY Belli ac Pacit. l. 1. &S% 4 : 


oe Z; 
and aggrandizement. Others ariſe from that principle of 
ſelf-defence implanted in us by our Creator for our own 
ſafety and preſervation*; and theſe are termed defensive 
wars, when inſtituted to repel exiſting oppreſſion ; and 
may be denominated preventive, when they are entered 
into previouſly to actual commencement of hoftilities on 


the part of our enemy; as whoſe deſigns we know to 
be hoſtile. 


Where a man is at liberty to chooſe, it would cerfainl ly. 


be highly wrong in him to be an inſtrument in promoting 


the deſigns of tyrants and oppreſſors, as in the former 


caſe. But in the latter, when the caſe is plain, and the 


object of importance, it is not barely lawful, but it is che | 


duty of every honeſt man, and lover of his country, in 
ſome way or other to contribute his ſypport, in repelling 
the oppreſſion, or fruſtrating the evil deſigns of an enemy. 
Whatever may have been the reaſonings of men as to 
the nature of the preſent conteſt at its commencement ; 
that it was of a nature which we deem lawful, few will 
now deny: for at the leaſt it was a preventive war. The 
beſt and wiſeſt men of this nation foretold, at the outſet, 
what miſchiefs the revolution of France would bring upon 
the world: and the event has * juſtified their pre- 
dictions“. 


We muſt applaud then the judgment of thoſs, who 


— taken ſuch effectual meaſures to prevent the dreadful 
ſcenes which the nations around us have witneſſed; and to 
whoſe exertions, under Providence, we owe all thoſe 


bleſſings, which other nations muſt long lament the 
loſs of. | 


* 


* — omnes animantes, ita ducente natura, commoda ſua de- | 


fendunt”. Cic. Fragm. de Repub. I. 3. 


Pw ͤͤ ͤ —-.t! ie tage 


justitia, pro pietate, pro innocentium ſalute”. 


620 


See that diſtracted nation herſelf, the ſource and centre 
o all the calamities that bave oyerſpread the world. She 
threw off the government of one amiable monarch?,. to be 
galled with the yoke of ve 7yrants?.. She deſtroyed her 
remnant of liberty, and replaced it with libertiniſm and 
kcentiouſneſs*. She hath changed her plough-5heres and 
 pruning-hooks for savords and spears : and the glimmerings 
of Chriſtianity, which were not yet extinguiſhed, ſhe hath 
hartered for the mne and nen * ke i monk 
miidelity--::; 115 q 
Turn your eyes b to ö er, reflea. 2 
the cruelties ' which the French have committed there. 
Daughters, wiyes and mothers have fallen victims to their 
brutality, in the preſence of thoſe who were attached to 
them by the ſtrongeſt ties of natures. ut the time would 
fail me to enumerate the varied havock they have been the 
inſtruments of in almoſt every part of Europe: how they 
have pillaged Venice and Italy; humbled the pride of the 
inoffenſive Spaniard; almoſt annihilated the commerce of 
the once induſtrious Dutch; ſubjugated and rende: . 
w_—_— the laborious. cultivator of the Netherlands* 3 
ITꝛuet glaring as their oppreſſions and cruelties have 8 
in n.. theſe ill-fated countries, they are, defenſible, when 
compared with their unprovoked irruption into that happy. 
that harmleſs, yet high · ſpirited nation, which laſt, after 
a noble ſtruggle, became the theatre of their rapine and 
plunder, Switzerland! happieſt of nations; where piety, | 
honeſty, ſobriety and domeſtic affection were. cultivated 
to the higheſt pitch* ;—that country which was never 
thought upon by its abſent natives without a ſigh? ;—that 
country. is now. doomed: to. ſhare the. fate of the nations 
around axis But bleſſed be- God} who. knows. how 9. 


83 


* See Guthrie's Geography and the quotation from Coxe's Travels there, 
containing a ſingular inſtance of their honeſty. 


8 


bring good out of the worſt of evils:— the unjuſtifiable 


conduct of theſe oppreſſors with reſpect to Switzerland, 
has opened the eyes of many, who had been before ſeduced 
by the high-founding names of liberty and freedom; which 


the French and their adherents are fo forward to profeſs 
with their lips, —_ * conduct mw how wad nat | 


hearts are from it. 
If theſe examples be not a fulficient" warning to „ene 


1 them recollect their haughty refuſals to make peace; 


(which has doubly juſtified our conductè in the proſecution 


of the war); let them recollect their threats againft this 


country: and we are aſſured from an authority, which in 
this caſe we cannot doubt, that inability alone has pre- 


vented them? from carrying their deſigns into execution. 
They have indeed made a partial attempt in their impotent 
attacks upon a neighbouring kingdom; and I truſt in God 
that their attempts will ſtill be fruſtrated. —The ways of 


Providence are hid from man. But if the Almighty do 
interfere, we naturally expect that it will be in ſituations 


more peculiarly precarious and liable to danger; for which 


he has not eſpecially provided us with the means: of ſecu- 


rity and preſervation. © The perils of the ſea are proverbial. 


Yet on this element it is that he has appeared our pro- 


tector. Who can reflect upon the victories of Howe, of 


Fervis, of Duncan, of Nelſon ; and though leaſt in appear- 
ance, yet not in importance, the victory which has been 
lately achieved on the coaſt of Ireland I ſay, who can 


reflect on theſe ſplendid victories, without a reflection at 


the fame time that the Lord has been on our side ? Not unto 


tis, not unto us ; but, with our brave admiral*, let us 


aſcribe the glory of our ſucceſſes to © Almighty God”, 


ho has appeared thus * great and terrible“ to our 


Enemies. 


8 


(9) 


Be not e afraid of them. Itis to you, « your 
brethren, your ſons and your daughters, your wives and 
your houſes”, look up for protection. While a deſtroying 
angel has been ravaging a fiſter-kingdom, the Volunteer 
Corps of that kingdom have been the faving angel that has 
ſo far ſtayed its career“ Although our danger cannot be 
conceived to be as great as theirs, yet it ſtands us in need 

to be upon our guard, and be ready at our poſts, whenever 
our country calls for our ſervices. * If the good man of 
the houſe had known what hour the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and not have ſuffered his houſe to be 
broken through”+. We not only know that there are 
numbers, who would rob us of every thing moſt dear to 
us, but alſo. of the time it is now, even now; when 
our foreign enemies are ſtraining every nerve to effect their 


purpoſe; and our domeſtic foes are more ſecretly and in- 
ſidiouſly, and therefore more euerer, age : 


our laws and religion. 


Our all in this world is at 4 We wal PET 8 


or loſe it. When the object is of magnitude, the labour 
and expenſe we beſtow in obtaining it, are willingly borne 
and undergone. Let us not repine then at the trouble and 


expenſe which will neeeflarily be attendant on our exer- 


tions®, Conſider the magnitude of your object“ your 
brethren, your ſons and your daughters, your wives and 
your houſes” ; and what is not leaſt in the calculation. 
your laws and religion; thoſe laws, and that — —— 
which only want to be underſtood, to convince you that 
they are the p?ar! of great price, which it is your intereſt to 
purchaſe, though it be at the expenſe of all you poſſeſs. - 
Where is there a conſtitution and laws ſo calculated to 
promote and ſecure the liberty and welfare of the ſubject 


as ours ?—And theſe ought to be the ſcope and baſis of all | 


* Vide Burke. | + Luke xii, 39. 


if 
1 


* 


(10) 


wiſe and good governments. We have united all the ad- 


vantages, with few or none of the inconveniencies, of the 
three forms of government, monarchy, aristocracy,, and 


democracy ;—an acquiſition wiſhed for by the witeſt men 
of antiquity*, but which they conſidered as too great a 
perfection to be arrived at by man: a ſyſtem diſcovered 


firſt in its crude ſtate in the woods; and which has coſt: 


the combined 4 EE wildom of fx centuries i * ; 


and refine. 
In England-every man's vhs is win e | The cot- 


er is equally ſafe with the palace. Our laws equally - 


protect the prince and the people. A celebrated writer 


obſerves, ſpeaking of our nation: Their laws not being 
c made for one individual more than another, each con- 


cc ſiders himſelf as a monarch; and indeed the men of this 

c nation are rather confederates than fellow - ſubjects“ . 
We have liberty to do every thing that is right. It might 
be well perhaps if the converſe were true that we © had 
not ſo much liberty to do what is wrong s. 

In our country there is not one of the rights. 550 man- 
kind r as en . are nn 55 — 
ae ea eee e dation 
generibus illis, regali, nee wee modice Cic. Ta 
de Repub. 1.2. 

Nam cunctas nationes et urbes, populuc, aut rer aut e regunt. 
Delecta ex his ct conſtituta reipublicz . laudari faciliùs quam evenire; 


vel ſi evenit, haud diuturna ele W N Annal. . 4. A. U. 6. | 


277. ſub fn. 

: + Monteſquieu. B. xi. ol $i, Indeed this 3 PW to we all his 
ideas of the perfection of government to the Britiſh conſtitutzon. . Another 
foreigner (De Lolme) is enthuſiaſtic i in his admiration of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution. His whole book is one continued panegyric upon it. When 
people are deprived of any blefling, they feel its value. Cui cæteræ 
partes, vel ſectæ 5ecundas unanimiter ae. eum ſingulæ principatum 
fibi vindicent, melior reliquis videtur” : (Bacon) then a = cum 
PRIMAS ; pas 


: {'Mottales: B. zi. ch. 37. . 


* 
bY 
: 


tn) 


: wid philoſophers®. We have a feb: to ſt; which no one 
can take away without the forfeit of his own. And have 
not we alſo a right to freedom from personal injury—a rigbt to 
the use of air, light and water—a right of enjoying exclurively 
the gifts of fortune, and all the various fruits of our inductry 
and ingenuity ? Nay, as it has been juſtly obſerved, our 
government © gives right, where nature gives none; it 
protects the goods of an inteſtate z and it allows a man 
« at his death to diſpoſe of that property which the law of 
& nature would cauſe to revert into the common ſtock . 
It would be impoſſible in a diſcourſe of this nature to 
enumerate the various methods in which the laws of Eng- 
land have provided for the welfare of the ſubject; ſuch as 
che power every man has of becoming a member of par- 
liament; the privilege which every diſtrict of the kingdom 
enjoys of chooſing repreſentatives; the right which the 
meaneſt ſubject has of bringing forward his complaints | 
and requeſts to public attention; the right annexed to 
different qualifications in different places of voting for 
members of the Houſe of Commons: ſo that men of all 
orders and profeſſions are capable of becoming members 
of the Britiſh: parliament. Hence then it appears that 
every claſs of men in the community is virtually repre- 
ſented: no ſubject therefore either of ſcience, agriculture, 


See "Pe, 4 Cod Government, ch. v. f. 27. De Lolme, on the 
Constitution, B. i. ch. 9. Paley's Mor. _— Pol. Phil. B. ii. ch. x.  Gieborne's | 
Remarks, P. ii. ch. 11. | EEE GL de 


+ Bp. Nation: Apology for the Bible, v7. K. 


+ I allude enly to the different orders and profeſſions as enumerated 
by Paley.—— Stateſmen, courtiers, country gentlemen, lawyers, mer- 
chants, manufacturers, ſoldiers, ſailors See Paley's Moral and Political 
Philoſophy, chap. Of the Britizh Conztitution ; which chapter, together 
with the 6th chapter of the eleventh, and the 27th of the nineteenth book 
of the Spirit of Laws, ought to be . and SOAP by every 
Engliſhman. - 8 
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. 12) 
commerce or arts, can be offered to the deliberation of hs 
Britiſh: ſenate, but ſotne of the members will be a competent. | 


judge of its merits. | 
It mol. be. coalcfed chat at e 


equality, which ſome would aſſume as the baſis of govern- 


ment. The Britiſh conſtitution prefers practical utility to 
the wild and chimerical theories of ſophiſtry. Equality in 
the ſenſe ſome would apply it, has no exiſtence in nature. 
Survey the heavens ; how one crar differeth from another 
Star in glory from the ſun that ruleth the day, to the leaſt 


ſatellite. View the vegetable and animal creation; from 


the cedar-tret that is in Lebanon, to the hys5op that springeth 
out of the wall: from the pelican in the wilderness, to the 
leaſt of the feathered tribe; from Behemoth, the chief of the 


| wways of God, to the minuteſt inſect; from Leviathan that 


taketh his pastime in the tea, to the meaneſt inhabitant of the 
brook: and laſtly, confider man—the varieties of ſtature, 
complexion, diſpoſition, intellect, and the reſt of his 


natural and moral faculties; from the capacious and com- 


prehenfive mind of a Newton, to the loweſt order of 
dabblers in reaſoning's, When you have thus taken a view 
of the different parts of her ſyſtem, let me aſk whether 


nature intended an equality in the ſituations and advantages 


of mankind? The various wants of mankind, and the 
conveniencies of life, require a difference in ſituations and 
profeſſions. This variety in ſociety“ is the ſource and 
origin of thoſe arts, manufactures and trades, which fur- 


niſh employment and livelihood to the greateſt part of the 


human ſpecies. - There muſt be ſome to work at the loom, 
or we ſhould want clothing; there muſt be ſome to till the 


ground, or we ſhould be deſtitute of food ; there muſt 
be ſome to teach and inſtruct, or we ſhould again return to 


ignorance and barbariſm : and while each is buſied in his 
appropriate occupation, there muſt be ſome to guide the 
helm and manage the affairs of ſtate, or we ſhould be con- 


6 


Gay liable to che plunder and dep edations of our ene- 


mies. So that high andilow, rich and poor, one with another. 


we are all neceflary to the comfort and ſupport of each 
other. We are © many members, yet one body: the « eye 
cannot ſay to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again, 
the head to the feet, I have no need of you: ſo neither 

can the monarch on the throne ſay to the humbleſt peaſant, 
I have no need of thee : nor, on the other hand, can the 
huſbandman or mechanic upbraid his rulers with the uſe- 
leſſneſs of their ftations and ſervices ; the one owing the 


quiet poſſeſſion of his lands and their produce, and the 


other the peaceable exerciſe of his art or trade, and the 
undiſturbed enjoyment of its profits, to the eee 
200 exertions of the guardians of the ſtate . 
Our country is ſearcely ſurpaſſed in 4 lin 
or x fertility. 'We 'are unacquainted with the extremes of 
heat and cold? of ſome countries; and ſeldom viſited with 
earthquakes, hurricanes, famines and peſtilences, as in 
others. We have hills and verdant paſtures clothed with, 
cheep and cattle ; and pleaſant allies covered wvith crm. 


c Thou, O Lord, vizitest our earth and waterest it: than 


blexsest the springing thereif : and (as we have at this ſeaſon. 
more eſpecially to praiſe and thank thee)'thou crownest the 
year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fainess '5—And 


to complete the E er Tr e in the world 


1 * 1 Cor. Al. 20, 21. | | 
— . aſc prod; 


aut iiſdem virtutibus ornati; non eſſet qui alius imperiis parere vellet, aut 


ci quidpiam concedere, aut qui varietati miniſteriorum et artium omnium 
generum aptus eſſet. Cum omnes omnia curare nequeant, ſingulos in 


ſocietate ſuo munere, in gratiam aliorum, fungi oportet; nec viliſſima 
munera mints ſunt, neceſſaria interdum quam ſublimiora. Itaque eſſe 
oportuit omnibus ſuum ingenium, ut quiſque quod ſuum eſt ad yocietatis 


ſelicitatem conferret, et quod cæteris deeſt ſua induſtria 1 Cleric. 
as quoted by Bp. Law: and an excellent paſſage i it _ 


"© Pfalm 65. 


* 


(14) 


can n of more ſincere 8 more faithful 3 


and wives, more . e or kinder and better 
eds - £52158 a 
- Where but i in our -bleſt iſlet, e can we find ſuch 8 
inſtitutions of every kind? Witneſs our univerſities and 
other public ſeminaries; and the different ſocieties for 
promoting ſublime, uſeful, moral and religious knowledge. 
Where can we find ſuch; proviſions for the relief of every 


ſpecies of diſtreſsʒ Whether under the denomination of 


friendly ſocieties, hoſpital, aſylum, infirmary or diſpen- 
ſary? And has not the law of the land provided a com- 
fortable: home and maintenance for the poor, aged and 


- infirm of every pariſh in the kingdom? And laſtly, wit- 


neſs that national charity manifeſted on different occaſions 
for the ſame humane purpoſes; one inſtance. of which 


cannot. at this time be paſſed over without derten men- 


n, I mean thoſe noble ſubſcriptions for the benefit of 


Ry: widows: and orphans of thoſe, who have died in the 


glorious cauſe of their country. GREAT NATION ! thou 
art a father to the fatherleſs, and dricft up the Nahen of 


the widow! 1 1 


For many of theſe and ſn bleſſings”, we are in- 
aebted to the benign influence of Chriſtianity*. Yet the 
ſame open and ſecret ſhafts, which are aimed from all 


? 
quarters againſt our laws and government, are directed 


againſt this amiable religion alſo. The people of France 
were prepared for all the crimes and horrors of their revolu- 
tion by the emiſſaries of anarchy and infidelity®; who per- 
ſuaded the people that there is no God that created or 
governs the world; that there is nothing to be feared or 


N for e the grave “ that death is an eternal 


i does 1 ele 3 before the times of Chriſtianity, an inſir- 
mary, hoſpital, or public charity of any kind, exiſted in 5 world”. 
Paley's Mor. and ON Phil, _ CY Many. 


fleep”z and, of cours Rive IE peas men is an 
r er e FR £ $03 BE. . 
Whatever may be Caid of ek men os ker reſpects, 
this part of their conduct did not certainly betray their ig- 
norance of human nature: For who does not ſee that men 
would be ready to perpetrate any act to which they might 
be urged, when they had caſt off the ſalutary reſtraints of 
religion? Religion is too mild and deliberate for the rapid 
views of anarchy. Infidelity is alone capable of ſerving its 
purpoſes. They are eee ne Kats oy | 
and promoting each other's cauſe. - ork 
- Attempts, we know, are n to . Imilar 
principhes" in this country“. Infidelity aſſumes every ſhape: 
and character. We are met by it in the h;gh=ways, in the 
Streets, in the market-place;; and even our houſes cannot 
ſhelter us from its attacks. Ou brethren,” our wives," our 
Sons, and our daughters”, are argued or ridiculed out of 
their religion. Books of morality, natural philoſophy, 
hiſtory and travels; — nay even poetry and novels are made 
vehicles for its deadly poiſonf. No opportunity —_ 
its watchfulneſs**; no obſtacle-ſlackensits perſeverance. . 
But there is a God! All nature bears witneſs to thisgreat 
7 which is next in point of evidence and certainty to 


' that of our own exiſtence. After viewing the mene, 
A inſtances of contrivance and deſign viſible in all the produc- 
* tions of nature, to doubt ſtill that ſome; high wiſdom and 


intelligence had not been the author of them, would be as 


. abſurd as though you ſhould find ſome curious piece of 
A . mechaniſm, and yet argue it to haye been formed without 
mm a x contrivert. —And there is a AIRES, who has con- 
* 2% 535 * * n en 3 
+54. 4 e e Shawn 0 ad 9-57 

+ See Paley's chap. Of Reverencing be Deity. IN 
„ cum machinatione quadain moveri aku ut e 
Th | ut horas, ut alia permulta ; non dubitamus, quin illa opera sint rationis: 


cum autem impetum celi admirabili cum celeritate moveri vertique vide - 
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tinually his watchful eye over us, in what we "FM and 
move, and have our being”, and without whoſe knowledge 
« a ſparrow doth. not fall to the ground”*.—And death is ſo 
far from being an eternal fleep”, that the hour is 
coming, in which all that are in the grave hall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the reſurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil unto the reſurrection of damna-' 
tian f. This life and immortality hath been brought 
to light by the Goſpelj :—and the Goſpel is true. For 
what other motive than the truth of what they taught, can 


be aſſigned for the conduct of Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles 


and diſciples, who renounced honour, pleaſure and profit; 
and voluntarily paſſed their lives in dangers, labours and 


ſufferings, even to death itſelf, in atteſtation of the truth 


of what they relatedy ? the ſimplicity and. artleſsneſs of 


| which accounts are not amongſt the leaſt ſtriking argu- 


ments of their truth||,—But I ſhould injure the cauſe. of 


truth, were I to ſeparate any of the evidences of Chriſtianity 


. that cloud Ka ee, which taken Rs as i 


amus, conſtantiſſimè bee viciſſitudines eie eum ſumma 


ſalute, & conſervatione rerum omnium : dubitemus, quin ea non ſolum 

ratione fiant, eee, divinaque rations 7. en 
Deor. 1.2. g. 33, wh 
Acts xvii. 28. Matt. x, 29. I John v. 28, 29, | 

4 It is idle to ſay, that a future ſtate had been diſcovered already. It 
had been diſcovered, as the Copernican ſyſtem was—it was one gueſs among 
many. He alone diſcovers, who proves; and no man can prove this point, 
but the teacher who teſtifies by miraclet, that his doctrine comes from 

God". _ P 

-S See IR 's Evidences of Chrictianity—a book to which the © doubter 
or deiſt ſhould recur for the ſolution of his difficulties. 

L remember a friend of mine (diſtinguiſhed in the literary world as an 
advocate in the cauſe of - humanity) once obſerved: When I have been 
argued into any doubts reſpecting the truth of (hriſtianity, I have always 
gone to the Bible; and after reading a chapter or two there, my doubts 
have completely vaniſhed” :—the effect, no doubt, of the rn 
naivetẽ, e manifeſt d by the ſacred writers, ro” 


WPF 


CH} 
reciprocally uſtrate and confirm —— muſt coo- 


judiced ap: 2 972 735 

The objections to \ this a nt are 3 
againſt its miracles and myſteries. But the religion of 
nature, and the deductions of ; reaſon, are liable to the 
ſame objections. Is it not a greater m to create a 


human being from nothing, than to reſtore him to the uſe 
of his limbs or his ſight, or even to raiſe him from the 


dead? The world abounds with miracles and myſteries- 
Whether we view the heavens, the earth, or the waters, 
we ſhall find nothing but miracles of wiſdom, and myſte- 
ries of goodneſs. Sufficient be it for us that we feel and 
acknowledge them: comprehend them we cannot. Ag. 
thou knoweſt not what is the way of the ſpirit, nor how 
the bones Jo grow in the womb of her that is with. 
child; even ſo thou knowels not 80 works of d 
maketh all - 

Things which are many e loſe ao 4 
a are neglectedf. The commonneſs of the thing, 
though it do not leſſen the reality, deſtroys the effect. 
The firſt human pair, would be as much aſtoniſnhed at the 
proceſs of nature in the formation of one of their poſterity, 
as we ſhould be now-a-days at the inſtantaneous production 
of a man mature and complete at once in all his corporeal 
and mental faculties. But it would lead me too far to 
mention the een, * oak myſteries which every 


LL <5 O——— 
+ Cicero on this ſame fubjea ſays, 6 areiduitate e of „ 


oculorum, asuescunt animi : neque admirantur, neque requirunt rationes 


earum rerum, quas ſemper vident; proinde quaſi zovitas nos magis, quam 
magnitutdo rerum, debeat ad exquirendas cauſas excitare”, He had juſt been 
putting the caſe of Ariſtotle, reſpecting the ſuppoſed effects which a ſight 
of the grandeur and beauties of nature would produce upon one who had 
always lived under ground. De Nat Deer. I. ii. c. 37, 38. 
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part of nature preſents to our gratitude and admiration. 
Who can explain the myſteries of natural hiſtory and phi- 

loſophy of attraction, repulſion and gravityz of the 
magnet or loadſtone, and of electricity? And reaſon 


herſelf, too proud to be taught the myſteries of revelation, 


boaſts of myſteries and paradoxes of her own diſcovery*. 
Other objections have been urged againſt our religion of 
the following deſcription : If Chriſtianity be ſo advan- 
tageous to mankind; and the gift of a Being of perfect 
benevolence, why was it not revealed till ſo late a period 
as when the world had exiſted four thouſand years“ 
© Why is it not univerſal ;—why ſhould idolatry and falſe 
religion be ftill in poſſeſſion of more than one half of the 


globe“? To theſe and the like objections we return the 


following anſwer:—that this is no more than might be 
expected in a diſpenſation that proceeds from the Author 
of nature a ſyſtem replete indeed with wiſdom and good- 
neſs, but which metes out its bounties at times and in 
portions, wiſely appointed and diſtributed no doubt, yet 
equally diſappointing our deſires and expectations, con- 
founding our underſtanding, and eluding our deepeſt re- 
ſearches. Why was the magnet, ſo uſeful in navigation; 
—why were the qualities of minerals and vegetables, now 
nes as fo n e in arts and in medicine mY 


} 4: „ 
f a: Such as that #200 lines can FA 50 drawn as continually to approach « 5 
ether, (the property, if 1 recollect right, of more than one curve and a 
right line), but yet would never meet, though produced ad infinitum : and 
that a definite quantity is indefinitely divitille; with numberleſs other i in- 


ſtances of infinites, infitedmale, props Y nothing, the Toy ann 1 gn, 
e ban &. ws. 


+ We do not allow. the os force of this objeclion. | We alin that 
Chriſtianity has. dawned, with increaſing light i in types and prophecies, 
from the time that, the promiſe was given that the.seed of the woman abu 


bruice the ter pent 's 4 bead, till the Sun 1 eee role. in full reg 
and beauty. 


. 
1 „ 7 


ern 
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why were thoſe properties of nature, 3 


neceſſary to our well- being: in ſhort, why were the dif- 
ferent arts and ſciences, now found ſo: advantageous, ſo 
convenient, ſo neceſſary to our exiſtence and happineſs, 
withheld from the poſſeſſion and knowledge of man, till 


they were diſcovered by ſome accident or fortunate; re- 
ſearch ?—and why are not theſe favours: beſtowed unver- 


Jally? Why is one part of the earth parched up with 
drought, and another deluged with continual rainf? 
Why does one paſs his days in numbneſs and torpitude, 


another languiſh under the heat of a vertical ſun, while a 


third enjoys all the bleſſings of a more temperate climate? 
Why does one live in ignorance, and wirhout God in the 
world, while another can ſurvey the beneficence of the 
Creator in the effects of his wiſdom and goodneſs 2 Solve 
theſe difficulties, or confeſs, with right reaſon, that if the 
religion of nature be retained, Christianity on theſe grounds 
cannot be rejected. There muſt be then ſome. other 
reaſon than the difficulty of che thing, that prevents theſe 


boaſters of reaſon from embracing the doctrines of reve- 


lation; ſince their favourite reaſon and religion of nature 
are at the leaſt equally liable to this objection. In 
general, as it has been juſtly obſerved, it is not ſo much 
unbelief, as unbelieving conduct and practicef. 

To conclude. After the view we have juſt now taken 
of the bleſſings we enjoy, what, it may be aſked, is till 


e. g. the mechanical powers, ſuch as the lever, the scretu, &c.: 
e on, rarefaction, and other properties of the air and fluids; to o which 
we owe the sfeam-engine, pumps, mills, &c. &c. 

+ This is the caſe on the iſthmus of Darien ; and there is a place on the 
coaſt of Africa called The Rains, from the conſtant wetneſs of the weather 


there. 


+ © The head would often be convinced, but he heart remonſtrates 2 . 
the underſtanding might bend, but the will is ſtubborn”. See Dr. Ogden 
3rd Sermon on the Articles; a writer that ſays Pages in a ſentence - the 
Tacitus of divines. | 


(20 ) 5 
wanting to crown. them? Nothing but a heart duly ſen- 
fible of, and affected by, them. We have till now 
eſcaped the horrors of that cup of bitterness, which other 
nations have already emptied to the very dregs: and, if we 
deſerve it, God will ftill avert them from us. A nation 
of virtuous men, knit together by the firm bonds of 
honour, juſtice, truth and friendſhip, fighting in a juſt 
cauſe, and contending for every thing dear to them, muſt 
be invincible*®. We are fighting in the juſteſt of cauſes, 
and contending for the deareſt of ſtakes for our 
brethren, for our sons and our daughters; for our wives and 
aur bouses”. Let us then join in virtue, in honour, in 
friendſhip and unanimity; laying aſide all envy, malice 
and animoſity ; all diſpute, faction and diſaffection; pre- 
ferring the general good and welfare to our own private 
views and wiſhes, and ſo ſhall we be able to diccompit a host 
of foes + the Almighty will be eur refuge and\fortress ; our 
Shield and buckler. We ſhall not need to he afraid of the 
terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day : a thousand 
 #hall fall at our ide, and ten thousand at our ve n but 
„ eee, eee on ! 
0421057 ſhe Wa 1 

+ Phlm 91. 
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il | The following Appendix was suggested by having obserued 
1 the industry with which ome persons endeavour to make people 
disbelieve any account that may tend to  disparage. their cause, 
unless authenticated beyond any possibility of contradiction ; 
" | and that particular description iar a stronger, and therefore- 
1 more lasting effect, than general remark, Tt 7s chiefly intended 
1 for the use of those, wh probably might not otherwise have met 
with the information it contains : and its purpose will be fully 
answered, if it act in any degree as an antidote to the poison 
of those * breviats of infidehty”” and anarchy, which are 50 
5edulously cried up and circulated by those, whose ROT they 
are go well calculated te greg, 1 
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. Dies, predictions.” We all recollect the A 3 
of Mr. Burke and Mr. Pitt, at the beginning of the Present 
war: and Mr. Fox, we are told, made use of expressions 


exactly similar to theirs, in his late speech at the anniversary 


of his election, when he-declared 1 the „del ane 
thrown of the mask“. ee HMOS ee | 
2 Amaable ae my Fox e in * tas of ins 
dignation concerning the sad catastrophe which. terminated ; 


the life of the amiable King of France. He calls it a revolting | 
act of cruelty and inustice” .....“ an act says he, 5 © = 


which (out of France) I will venture to affirm that chere is not is 
throughout Europe one dissentient voice“ . Note, p. e 
his Letter to the Electors of Westminster. Ed. 18tb. 

3 Five tyrants”: An allusion to the French Ann Ane 5 
that five? headed _— styled emphatically, the p1ixzc- 
TORY of France. The little finger of their republic (Ns 
Bishop Watson in his Address) has become thicker, more 
oppressive to the whole nation, than the loins of their monarchy ;, 
they were chastised with bored ; ene are chastised we 
scorpions . 3 51 

A e cler who has handy hs in Pies; was: 7 


conversing with a French Astronomer and Mathematician of 


great eminence, \ who said in allusion to their revolution, 
“Since we have advanced so far, we must endeavour to support 
the new system; but if it were not yet introduced, we Should 
WY to persist in itꝰ . See Meyer's Fragments on Paris. 

Libertinim and licentiousness, See Adams' Answer to 
an Address from some young men; and Washington's Letter 
to Adams, when he accepted of the command of the American 
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s Strongesi ties of nature. The cruelties which the Frencf: 
practised in the countries they had over-run so alarmed the 
Circle of Suabia, that they agreed with the Directory to pay 
to France the immense sum of FC. 1, 767, 119, that their 
persons and property 3. , their laws, customs and religion”, 
might not be disturbed or molested. Shall SY relate 
the consequence ? | 
At a place called/Altorf (in the above Circle) the French 
8 e rifled their (the inhabitants) pockets, destroyed their 


furniture, tote up the floors of their rooms, tut open the mat- 


tresses and featlier· beds. turned over even the contents of the 
provisions as could not either be consumed or conveyed away, 


Grey hairs and lisping infancy, the N dying, and even 


women in labour, were alike expose 

tueatment. .. girls from ten ws dpi FERN deprived 
of their innocence and health by these republican barbarians. 
Neither age nor infirmity, nor yet the most offensive disorders, 

were able to set bounds to their more than brutal lust. Even 


in the infirmary near Weingarten did these carmibals commit 


the same horrid crimes, and outrage persons suffering under the 
most disgusting maladies.....Even the bodies of young women, 
who had expired under their barbarity, and of women who but 
a few hours before had been in labour, were made use of: to 
satiate the infernal lust of these monsters . At Psullendorf 
„% poor woman 60 years of age. was menaced wirh death if 
She did not yield to the brutal desires“ of a soldier chose com- 
panion stood with his bayonet at the breast of her aged 


husband, and forced him to be witness of his wife's di 9 


t In à hamlet near Markdorf ten brutal French akdives 
alternately violated the chastity of a woman, who hourly: ex- 
pected' to be taken in labour, alid whose husband was forcibly 
made a witness of their barbarity. An officer too, Whose 
assistance had been requested by the neighbours, upon entering 
the house, was so far from reproving the soldiers, that horrible 
to relate! he immediately followed their example, and added to 


ads, 


TC 8 


nit 
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the cuts already offered to the expiring woman. In another 
village, a woman, who had only borne a child eight days, was 
dishonoured, and treated with such violence, that her recovery 
was extremely - doubtful”, At Bremen © there -was- neither 
maiden, wife nor widow, who. was not forcibly dishonoured”.... 


and eight, ten and frequently more than 'that number suc- 


cessively insulted the same unfortunate victim with the accom- 


—  plishment of their brutal purposes, and not only husbands, but 
fathers, and—to fill up the measure of their iniquity—even 


little children, were made to be witnesses of these abdmimable 
outrages . The retreat of the French (through F m—_ 


| was marked by similar instances of rapine and bratality”. | 


the environs of the camp, the corpses of several women were 
found, Who had been vidlated and abused even to death; and 


| however incredible it may appear, it is a fact that the monsters 
satisfied their brutal appetites with corpses and with some un- 


Happy victims in the agonies of death, At Engelures, three 
women, already past their seventieth year, six lying. in women, 
four far advanced in their pregnancy, and twelve young girls, 
were, by their outrages, brought almost to the gates of death 

Next take a specimen of the manner in Which they kept | 


their engagement with respect to their protection of religion, 


© In one of the villages, they placed upon the altar the figure 
of Satan .. ( and in another village, they placed a crucifix 


before the fire, and amidst shouts of the most e mirth, 
turned it round like meat roasting upon a spit“ . At another 


place, a church was broken open and plundered, and the 


minister's house pen n Bin under ihe 10 55 of Geneml 
Moreau himself. 


The above extracts are taken TR" Tag wk ati rue 


account of French Perfidy and Cruelty”, by Anthony 
_Aufrere, Exq, 3 who says in his preface: the subsequent 


detail is selected from a much more copious detail of facts, 


taken by the magistrates from the sufſerers in several districts, 


by. order of the respective governments, « and > Es under the 5 
5anction of their  authoruty®”, | : 


's Prited for Cadell and Davies, 3 pr. 3d. 
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«They every where” (says Bp. Watson, 8 of the 

F anch <« promise protection to the poorer sort; and they 
every where strip the poorest of every thing they possess 3 
they Plunder their cottages, and they set them on fire when the 
plunder is exhausted ; they torture the owners to discover 
their wealth, and they put them to death, when they have none 
to discover; they violate females of all ages; they insult the 
hoary head, and trample on the decencies of life. This is no 
exaggerated picture: whaever has read the account of the _ , 
ceedings of the French in Suabia, in Holland, in Italy, m 
Switzerland, knows that it is not; and can there be men in 
Great-Britain, of so base a temper, so maddened by malignity, 
80 cankered by envy, so besotted by folly, so stupified as to 
their own safety, as to abet the designs of such an enemy?” ? 
Charge delivered in June LIBS... 4s 15 3 

6 Cultivator of the Netherlands. © Let the 0 ee in 
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| | 
= ul every nation in Europe (says Bp. Watson) look at Holland 
= 4 and Belgium. Holland was once an hive of bees; her sons 
= i flew on the wings of the wind to every corner of the globe, and 
= | returned laden with the sweets of every climate. Belgium was 
- i 9 a garden of herbs, the oxen were strong to labour, the fields 
2 | 0 were thickly. covered with the abundance of the harvest,— 
* 1 Unhappy Dutchmen! You will still toil, but not for your 
| lj own comfort ; you will still collect honey, but not for your- 
= it selves: France will seize the hive as often as your industry 
1 | li | Shall have filled it. Illjudging Belgians ! You will no longer 
| | | i eat in security the fruits of your own grounds: France will 
= find occasion .or make occasion to participate largely in your 


riches ; it will be more truly said of yourselves than of your 
oxen—you plough the fields, but not for your own profit”. 

Address to the People of Great-Britain.  _ 

1... Thought upon by its absent natives — * a Sigh my, 

their desire for it after a long absence has been 50 strong as 
literally to kill them, This has been sometimes the effect of a 
native air, called the Ranz de Vaches, which was forbidden 
being played in the hearing of the Swiss soldiers 1 in foreign ser- 
view by the everest penalties, because it | occaioned them 
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the war was begun, it is now bece 
refused to treat, on equitable 16 terms, for the restoration of peace. 


69 


&« fondre en s, dẽserter ou mourir, tant il excitoit en eux 
Pardent' desir de revoir leur pays”, - Rousseau; as quoted in 
the notes to the Pleasures of Memory. See also Poems by. 
—— Wordsworth, of St. John's Coll. Camb., which he pub- 
liched on his return from 2 tour in Switzerland ; en 


which he mentions this 5 heart's disease“. 


e Doubly justiſted our: conduct. Bp. Watzon W 
if I mistake not, well-cinclin as the French revolution) | 
has the following remark: 6 Under whatever circumstances 
e just; since the enemy has 


Under whatever circumstances of expediency or inexpediency 
the war was commenced, its continuance is now become neces- 
sary ; for what necessity can be greater than that which arises 


from the 8 2 — us) e e e as a 


nation” . 50 4 

This they *. Wa in a area of the 4 Jelativs' situa- 
tion of France and this country, with that of ancient Rome 
and Carthage. The Romans, who could not brook a rival, 
determined upon the destruction of Carthage in compliance 
with the instigations of Cato the Censor, who uniformly con- 
cluded his invectives with a vow that it should be destroyed 
delenda est gte. Song vow 2 4h ono have 1 
3 this country. 

Inability alone Ki ng: hog [na the lei 
of O'Connor, Sc., in the Report from the Secret Committee, © 
r Undermining our laus and religion. © This, it is too 
well known, is not more than truth: and the charge of illibe- 
rality and misrepresentation will not now, I should think, be 
so confidently objected, after the complete disclosure which 
has been made by the instigators of rebellion (shall I add 
massacres ) in Ireland; from Whose re- confirmed confescions 
it appears (to mention no other proofs) that societies for pro- 
moting designs aner to bree, are ks in this LEG 
dom o ron hu 8 1 

n Attendant on our exertions. 8 the exertions of 
the Carthaginians (above alluded to) against the Romans, who, 
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made. 140 Shields, 300 Swords, 500 lances, and 1000 darts 
to be thrown from warlike engines, the ropes of which were made 


of the women's hair, which they voluntarily. cut of for this 


purpose. Recollect also the exertions of the Americans when 


the Stamp-act was passed in 1764. They entered into adsoci- 


ations not to use British manufactures, though they were cheaper 
and otherwise much superior to their on: and the: ladies 
(we are told) agreed to renounce the use of every species of 
ornament manufactured in Britain”, And our stake i * 852 
than theirs, in any point of vie p. N 
Doubtless it . to „renne, 450 | 
of our possessions in defence of the whole, than reserve the 
whole as a prey to the enemy; to submit even to heavy bur- 
dens of our own. imposing, than take upon us the yoke of 4 
foreign power. The manly forehead of a Briton has not yet. 
learnt to stoop before the presence of an insolent invader—the 
British Lion has not yet forgot his noble nature. With all our 
strength, with all our spirit, and with all our resources, we 
can never be subdued, unless through some sordid and enerva- 
ting policy, we suffer our courage to fail, and our exertions to 
Fr of and our resolution to forsake us '. N 5 N 
Sermon preached at Wakefield, | | 
12 We have liberty. De Lolme, wakes of Brite We 
ys: „ Being sheltered, as it were, within a citadel, she there 

. over a nation which is the better entitled to her favours, 


as it endeavours to extend her empire, and carries with it, to 


every part of its dominions, the blessings of industry and 


equality. Fenced in on every side, to use the expressions of 


Chamberlayne, with a wide and deep ditch, the sea; guarded 
with strong out-works, its chips of war, and defended by the 
courage of her geamen, she preserves that important Secret, that 


sacred fire, so difficult to be kindled, and which, it were 


once eætinguis ed, would perhaps never be hghted again”, 


'i3 That we had not So much liberty to do what is wrong, 


Wat can be urged stronger in support of this obacryation than 
the licentious 


into which liberty degenerates in the mouths 


& 
a 


FEST 


(0 | 
r te nn In uh 


country but ours can such speeches and publications, and such 


blasphemies as are daily uttered, be passed by with impunity ? 
The French, it is said, have not one public paper but what is 


permitted by the Directory; While in England the press is 


become a cernucopic of publications, e e 


i 1 our Government and Religion. 


It is true” (as Bp. Porteus re Ae n | 
6 that in point of composition and argument, they are most 
contemptible; but the very meanness of their style, and the 
homeliness and plainness, and the gross familiarity of their 
manner, are but too well adapted to the taste and apprehensions 
of those readers whom they are meant to captivate. ' This is a 
new species of infidel writing very recently introduced amongst 
us, Hitherto we have had to contend only with the Tolands, 
men whose writings could fall only into the hands of a few in 
the higher ranks of life, and were not likely to make much im- 


Pression on well-informed minds. But the pieces, to which 
I allude, are addressed to the multitude, and are most den- 
terously brought down to the level of their understandings; 


they compress the whole poison of infidelity into the narrow 

compass of an-essence or an extract, and render irreligion easy 
to the meanest capacity. They are, in short, most artful snares, 
laid for those numerous and valuable classes of men who have 


| hitherto escaped the contagion, either of Atheism or Deism, 


the mechanic, the manufacturer, the tradesman, the farmer, 
the Servant, the labourer, On these (to whom the subject is 
ou new, and who: have neither time nor talents for tame 
questions of this nature) the bold assertions, the i 


linkin and coarse buffooneries, which constitute the whole 


merit and character of these productions, are perfectly well 
TFF 


een Charge to his Clergy. 


Me cannot boast of that 5 What are these Sights 
4 (says Bp. Watson in the Charge before referred to) this 
liberty, this equality, of which every man has heard 80 much, 
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(00 T 
and of Which few! have any proper conception? Let us ce 


what they are in France itself. There no man has any right in 


his person or in his property; both are absolutely at the disposal 


of the fe persons who have usurped the government. — There 


no man has any liberty excepting the liberty of submitting to 


the worst of slavery; for what slavery can be worse than that 


of being subject to laws which are perpetually changed, ac- 
cording to the HAY of the ruling faction ? Ubi jus incertum, 
ibi jus nullum. . As to equality, if by it be meant an equality 
of property or condition, there is no such thing in France; 


nor was there ever such a e ats any ae since the 1 


6 4a. Dabblers in Segeberg W as Dk W W 
in his Address a et the frothy frequenters of ale- houses, the dis- 
contented declaimers against our establishment, the miserable 
dregs of the N N seek d e ee in e e con- 


A ba Find 


10 This variety in Society. ks! Dp." Watson says in that 
patriotic Address before quoted: All promote the public 


good and their own, when they act within their proper spheres, 


and all do harm to themselves and others, when they go 


out of them. You would view with contempt, a states- 


man, Who should undertake to regulate a great manufactory 


without having been brought up to the business; or a divine 
who would become a mechanic without having learnt his trade; 
but is not a mechanic, or a manufacturer, still more mischievous, 
and ridiculous, ho affects to become a statesman, or to solve 
the difficulties, which occur in divinity? Now this is pre- 
cisely, what the men I am cautioning you against, wish you 


to do they harangue you on the disorders of our constitution, 


and propose remedies ; they propound to you subtleties in 


metaphysics and divinity, and desire you to explain them; 


their objections to our government, they call upon you to 
reject religion, natural and revealed, as imp ot, and to 
break up the constitution of ee eee 1 

of incurable corruption”. : OE MO ET . 


6 


* n of heat and cold. Charles the Second, 
to come company who wenenriing un lime nico 
pleasure, or at least without trouble and inconvenience, the 

most days in the year, and the most hours in the day; and this 
he knew in Europe”. This (Says Sir W. Temple, who heard 
the king) was * truly like a king of e * e and 
. his own country?®'. - - oa by 
+23 Our blest isle. Our So . not har Fee to the 
ee of their native country. See among others Thomson, 
in his Summer, v. 1437. See also Goldsmith's Traveller, 
and Addison's Letter from Ita y. AE Os 

19 And. greater blessings, - we are. indebted, Christianity 
6 has mitigated the conduct of war, and the treatment of cap- 
tives. It has softened the administration of despotic, or of 
nominally despotic governments. It has abolished polygamy. 
It has restrained the licentiousness of divorces. It has put an 
end to the exposure of children, and the immolation of slaves. 
It has suppressed the combats of gladiators (which sometimes 
cost Europe twenty or thirty thousand lives in a month), and 
the impurities of religious rites. It has banished, if not un- 
natural vices, at least the toleration of them. It has greatly 
meliorated the condition of the laborious part, that is to say, 
of the mass of every community, by procuring for them a day 
of weekly rest . And again: From the first general notifica- 
tion of Christianity to the present day, there have been in 
every age MANY MILLIONS, whose names were never heard of, 
made better by it, not only in their conduct, but in their dis- 
position; and happier, not so much in their external circum · 
stances, as in that which is inter præcordia, in that which alone 
deserves the name of happiness, the tranquillity and consola- 
tion of their thoughts. It has been since its commencement, the 
author of happiness and virtue, to M1LLIONS AND MIL LIONS 
of the human race. Who is there that: would not wish his son 


to be a Christian See Paley's Evidences of. Christianity. 
P. iii. ch. 7. 
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There is another advantage of Christianity. It plomtotes 
penny. Christianity has in some instances, laid the foun- 
dation of government, and, in others, certainly as often melio- 


_ rated the condition of states, which have owed: their en 
forms to the self-willed power of a military despot; or w 


projected on plans better calculated for the ber interest, 
have yet admitted improvements from the effect of those divine 


| precepts, which while they forbid injuries, forbid us also to 


return evil for evil. And it may be observed that at this day 
the chart of Christendom, as it stands compared with that of the 
other regions of the globe, is become the chart of legal liberty. 
The ends of society have been herein better understood, and the 


claim of the individual to the greatest degree of personal indul- 
gence in private, and of co-operation in publick concerns, 
which are compatible with the general good of the whole, is 

better ascertained and secured; in different states differently 


indeed; but in all with 0 to be attributed solely to the 
influence of Christianity, which, if it glance in its purest lustre 
only on some favoured spot, diffuses a general light, unknown 
before the Sun of Righteousness arose in this our On". 
Bp. Cleaver's Sermon before the House of Lords. 85 
A good Christian cannot be a bad Citizen. N 0 is 


 sincerely religious towards God from conscience and principle, 
Will also from conscience and principle, be loyal to is nkty 


Sovereign, obedient to the laws, and faithful to the government 


under which God has placed him. Though our Saviour's 


kingdom is not of this world, yet the Gospel tends, in the 


highest degree, to promote the peace and nan com · 


munity”, Bp. Pretyman's Charge. 
== There was never found in any age of PR FI 


Philosophy or Sect, or religion, which did so highly exalt the 


public good, as the C os 
in the above Charge.” 


0 Emiscaries of ELD We, ble It is now too well 


ad * " Lond e * 


known that there has been a conspiracy against Christianity and 


zocial order carrying on for the greatest part of the present 


9 * regular Societies established for * _ 


e e ard, more ee in e 
the one entitled Memoirs illuatrating the History of Facabonim, 
by FAbbe Barruel; and the other Proof of a Consfiracy 
against. all the Religions and Governments in Europe, by 


Professor Robinson of Edinburgh. These two books, we are 
255ured, were written by persons t perfectly unconnected with 
each other*”, who notwithstandmg <arrive.exactly at the am 
conclusion“; from which agreement a very strong presump- 
tion must arise, that their views are just and their opinions 
correct „FFF ARE nip pm 
from which the fellowling extract arid. R 
The founder of the whole conspiracy was Wass in 
1730 he was already 0 full of his design, and so sanguine in 


his hopes, that when M. Herault, Lieutenant of the Police, 


upbraiding him with his impiety, said, 4 You may do or write 
what you please, you will never be able to destroy the Christian 
Religion”, Voltaire answered without hesitation # That is what 
we shall see“. He frequently exclaimed I am weary of 
hearing people repeat that twelve men have been sufficient to 
establish Christianity, but 1 will prove that one may suffice 
to overthrow it”, He associated with him in khis design 
Frederic II. king of Prussia, D' Alembert, and Diderot: It 
was a design consulted upon, and carried on in common among 
them; they encouraged each other by frequent letters; delibe- 


rated about the means, and combined in the execution of their 
infernal scheme; they had their watch-word & ecrasez C iuſame, 


crush the ureteh 3 by which they blasphemously meant 
Christ. The correspondence, which so well displays the 
designs and sentiments of these men, is that Which was pub- 
lished at large, in the vast edition of Voltaire's Works, by 
Condorcet, and in the works of the King of Prussia; it began 


in 1736, and continued with little interruption, throughout 
the lives of the parties”. They carried on their design in 


diffrent articles in the Encyclopedie. * The fabrication of 
books against religion, was the next method employed by the 
conspirators. * fabricated for deceased 
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writers ; 3 8 by one — nspirdtor. and 


form that War — it palatable 5 popular. Study? 
says Voltaire to D' Alembert, * to crush the e I only ask 
five or six bon mots a day, and that will be enough. He will 
never recover it- Laugh Democritus, and make me laugh, 


and our cause will triumph! *. 80 far the reviewers, who have 


abridged this account from the Abbe's book. d , W 
. ee, eee from the original Work. 4705430 
The deepest plan of the e en VE AGAIN 


| ikea; of which Voltaire was elected perpetual presi- 


dent. The account of it = I Ons in the e n 
of one-of the members : + pee" 
5 C 


phers, and only admitted into it persons on whom we could 


perfectly rely. Lest our object should be surmised, we called 
ourselves E conomists. The most of those works, which. ap- 


peared for this long time past against religion, morals and 


government, were ours, Or those of authors devoted to us. 


They were all composed by the members or by the orders of the 


society. When we had approved of those works, we began by 


printing them on fine or ordinary, in sufficient number to pay 
our expenses, and then an immense number on the commonest 
paper. These latter we sent to hawkers and booksellers, free 
of costs or nearly so, Who were to circulate them among the 
people at the lowest rate. These were the means used to per- 
vert the people, and bring them to the present state (Sep- 
tember 1789) you see them in. I Shall not see n Pn r. 
„ eke d A 8. | > 4 

This account is corroborated by the W ee 1. French 
aw now. in. London, of distinguished honour, virtue 
and courage“, who inen, . even er actor. in 
the scene 

(atend uon 10 the dreadful end. of he founder ofthis 
hole conepirary—Voluire, mas STC. CENTS wb 


<4 15 
4 « Such 25 . a great man, e. their execution without enquiry. Wis 
can debut a meer”? W 


- 


WS HGTL Is + 5 arween oe WETTY nl 
2 


declarations, but it os Vain : the Mareschal wy em 


„ 
6? In the midst of his triumphs, / a violent hemorrhage 
mised apprehensions for his life. D' Alembert; Diderot — i 


Marmontel, hastened to support his resolution in his last mo- 


ments, but were only witnesbes t to their mutual ignominy, as 
well as to his own. | Rage; remorse, reproach and blasphemy, 


all accompany and characterise the long agoeny of the dying 


Atheist. This death, „the most terrible that is ever recorded to | 
have strucken the impious man, will not be denied by his 


companions of impiety. Not one of the sophisters has ever 


dared to mention any sign given, of resolution or tranquillity, 
by the premier chief, during the space of three months. It 
was on his return from the theatre, when Voltaire was warned, 
that the long career of his impiety was drawing to an end. In 
spite of all the sophisters, flocking round him, in the first days 
of his illness, he gave signs of wishing to return to the God 


he had so often blasphemed. Ile calls for the priests;-who 


ministered to Him, whom he had sworn to crush, under the 
appellation of the wretch . The rest of the conspirators pre- 
vented people from coming to him; lest they should witness 


his dreadful remorse. Then. it was that D' Alembert, Diderot 


and about twenty others of the conspirators, who: had beset his 
apartment, never approached him but to witness their “n 
ignominy, and often he Would curse them and exclam . Re- 
tire, it is you that have brought me to my present state; begone, 
1. could have done without you all, but you could not exist 
without me, and what a wretched glory have you procured me? . 
Then would succeed the horrid remembrance of his conspiracy; 
they could hear him, the prey of anguish and dread, alternately 
supplicating or blaspheming that God whom he had | conspired 
against, and in plaintive accents. would he. cry out, Oh Christ! 
Oh Jesus Christ! and then complain that he was abandoned 
by God and man. His physicians, particularly Mr. Tromchin, 
calling in to administer relief, thunderstruck retite, declaring 
the death of the impious man to be terrible indeed,” The pride 
of these conspirators' would  withagly have suppressed these 


888 


"Uo 


=O LT rs 
a 22 9 . 88 1 i 


- (.36 L 
| fs from te bode declaring ann to 
be $ustamed, and Mr. Tronchin, that the furies of Oe, 
could give but a int idea of bes of Velde. 3 
What became of D' Alembert ? He died five W 
ee that is, in November 1783. Lest remorse should 
compel him to similar recantations, which had so much humbled 
the sect, Condorcet undertook to render him inaccesible. 
common to him with Voltaire; he was on the eve of sending, 
as the only method of reconciliation, for a minister of that same 
Christ, against whom he had also conspired; but Condorcet 
ferociously combated these last sigris of repentance in the dying 
sophister, and he gloried in having forced him to expire in 
final impenitence. The whole of this odious conflict is com- 
prized in one horrid sentence; hen Condorcet announced the 
decease of D' Alembert, and was relating the circumstances, 
he did not blush to add, , e aunts "on 
_flinched alto. 4 
5 ® Warned by dess examples (al the reviewers) the rophins 
took care, When Diderot was ill, to carry him suddenly into 
„e eee e eee | 
of his last hours 55 
| Loctby:{ ee the cad of Condolder Made 8 
tributes of praise to his knowledge, and love of liberty) in the 
Monthly Magazine, vol. 2. p. 641. —after labouring four 
LOS Py 25 the wann and MT this OBO _ 


be Ze will 2 how I was 20 8 with the I account, = 
be is informed that 1 had the following account from a respectable French 
Abbe in Cambridge so long ago as December 1793 (npwatds of three years 
before Abbe Barrue!'s book was published) which 1 copy <erbatim from 
a minute I made at the time. Voltaire, in his last agonies expressed him- 
xIf in the following manner : « Tam forechen both by God and man”. These 
were, I believe, the last words he was heard to utter. The above circum- 
Stance was related by his physician (M. Tronchin), who was himself of the 
tame way of thinking with Voltaire in religious matters. After Voltaire 


had uttered the above erpression, he died ( dhe . who told me 
| * himself) wanducando ruum stercus, 


ur 
n, 


48) 
eee under the Sey i at} : 


wander about from place to place, to shelter himself in woods, 


and caverns, and at length to have mae n WOT an FE. 
end to his calamijies*”. 


Who can help . aſter this 5 6 let me die the 


| death of the x1cuTEOVs, and let my last end be like nis 


The reviewers say of the whole of I Abbe Barruel's book, 


5 ee be the above accounts are taken: It is a work, not 


of conjectures, but of proofs; of demonstrations drawn from 


the very words of the guilty persons; and proving completely 
the extent of their conspiracy against Christianity, and against 
the order and happiness of society. To those who remain in 
any degree of false security, these proofs will appear like flashes 


of lightning, disclosing to them through the gloom in which it 
has been enveloped, a scene of horror, of wich LIT could 


have had no conception”, . 


 Þ Excapes its watchfulness, It 5 A” Uke its 3 | 


brother, hose votaries are described (by one that knew them) 
to be © objects of eternal vigilance ; and when they break out, 


of legal restraint. On these no reason, no argument, no ex- 


ample, no venerable authority, can have the slightest influence. 


They desire a change; and they will have it if they can. If 
they cannot have it by English cabal, they will make no sort 
of scruple of having it by the cabal of France”. Has not the 
latter part of this passage „ 
in Ireland)“, ry 
e Convince the x Sincere and impartial. . Hg the observa⸗ 
tions of one q who (peaking of en says that he A | 
perhaps believed as little as themselves. « It my be at 1 


r 


this 3 Who know e e of Fs KEE ng as 1 ow 


great masters of reason and erudition, Grotius, Bacon, Newton, 
Boyle, Locke, Addison, and Lyttleton, to be deceived in their 
belief: a belief to Which they firmly adhered after the most 


wd, , 10. 
| Burke. | 8 Soame Jenyns, Esq. 
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inn book of eh incotimeble value, that IL am surprised it is 80. 


Dublin“. Another is entitled © The Cantet of Incredulity* 


& Christiane*', 12mo. by H 


A 4 ; 84 
o \ 2 7 
7 30 T : 5 


FRI hand learned -rexthrthes/ into the! — of ith 
records,” the completion of the prophecies, the sublimity of its 


| doctrines, che purity of its precepts, and the arguments of "its 


adversaries; a belief, which they have testified/to the world by 


their writings, without any other motive, RAE or | 
Ty and the benefit of mankind®; -* 5 * 


The name of the ket en ede Ade 
above list, hose - Inquiries concerning Christianity, 


little known. I should wish to contribute my mite in rescuing 
another book or two from undeserved neglect: one is . The 
% Knowledge of Divine things from Revelation, not from 

4 Reason or Nature. Wherein the Origin and Obligation of 1 
« Religious Truths are demonstrated; Arguments of Deists, 
i Moralists, Sec., proved to have'no foundation in Nature or 


Reason; The Inlets of Knowledge 3 Con which subject he 


«attacks  Locke's hypothesis respecting ideas of reflection) ; ; 


The Law of Nature 3....The Works of Creation; The Eter- 
e nul Fitness and Reason of Things; The Demonstration of a 
Supreme Being, &c., are fully considered and explained. 


By the late John Ellis, D. D. Vicar of St. Catherine's, 


which I surmise might be translated from the French by Locke; 


There is a book also, entitled De Veritate Religionis 
aus, which I never sw; 


but from which one might expect great thipgs' from the account 
which the father of mheptics" gives of it. Tiga very good 
supplement“ (Says he) to that of Grotius on the same sub- 
jeet ; for Henichius explains, 'Mustrates and proves. more at 
large the arguments that Grotius? has mide d use 25705 ths Bayle 3 
der n 5 22 28. 
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